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M. Legouve, however, immediately paralyzed the effect of
this argument ad hominem, by declaring that he had fixed the
amount for the sake of form only; that he renounced it alto-
gether, and left the penalty entirely to the discretion of the
tribunal.
The court decided against Mademoiselle Rachel, who was
to resume and continue " on the days designated by the man-
agement of the Theatre Francois" the rehearsals of "Medee,"
and act the part designated for her by the author, or in de-
fault thereof to pay to M. Legouve damages to the amount
of 200 francs for every day she delayed doing so, and that
during two months, after which a farther decision would be
taken*
This decision would seem, at first sight, very satisfactory to
M. Legouv£; it was, however, followed by no result, the man-
agement of the Theatre Francais, .to whom was left the right
of appointing the days of rehearsal, having failed to do so.
It was not until some time after that M. Legouve was to
obtain a more adequate compensation for the injury he had
sustained.
As for Mademoiselle Rachel, she was on the eve of finding
in her very ingratitude its severe and deserved punishment.
If she had disdained the charms of " Mede*e," it was not on
account of the little failings and misdeeds of the enchantress,
but because she had been allured by a dame of like gentle
temper, one Rosemonde; not the fair Rosamond of English
ballads and tradition, whose beauty was fatal to herself alone,
but a Lombard queen whom M. Latour de St. Ybars aroused
from her peaceful slumbers in the old nooks of Gothic story
to bring before the Parisians under the patronage of Made-
moiselle Rachel.
It .appears that Mademoiselle Rachel had knocked at more
than one door to obtain the " short tragedy containing one
very brilliant part" which she had solicited of M. Legouve.
"Mede"e," with her three acts and her suite, was not what
she wished j " Rosemonde," with her one act and three per-
sonages, pleased her better. "Medee" was a role of the an-
,repertoire, minus the superiority of the great masters.
'> was the frantic, disheveled offspring of young

